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Everyone wants to be a winner!  The story of David and Goliath is one of the 
most well known examples of an underdog defeating his enemy.  How did he do 
it? How does a sixteen year old shepherd boy beat a trained warrior at his own 
game of combat?  The story is told in 1 Samuel 17 and the answer is found in the 
details. The Four Keys to Victory are in a series of lessons I teach pastors in our 
Leadership Training Conferences. It is my prayer that you learn and apply these 
four keys so that you can experience victory in 2017! 

Did David “hit the lottery” when he defeated 
Goliath? Was it luck? No, not at all!  A closer look at 
the story reveals that David was uniquely prepared for 
his  encounter “Goliath”.  
     The question today is, Are you prepared for your 
“Goliath”?  You can be!  Here’s how: God’s creation 
operates by certain rules or laws. When we obey them 
we benefit, but when we disobey them we do so to our 
own detriment.  It’s the law of “sowing and 
reaping” (Gal. 6:7). David obeyed this law in 
preparation for life’s challenges ~ for him it became his 
Four Keys to Victory! These keys can work for you too!  
    God prepared David to fight Goliath but it wasn’t 
easy training.  Here-in is a principle: the bigger the job 
that God has for you, the more challenging the 
preparation. The words of a friend come to mind here,  
“Suck it up cupcake. You can take it!” 
       In the context of 1 Sam. 17, Israel’s army was in a 
stand off with the Philistines for 40 days. David was 
sent by his father to check on his soldier brothers 
(12-19). David arrived at the battle field just as Goliath 
issued his bold challenge for Israel to send someone 
to fight him in “single combat.” King Saul and his army 
shook in fear ~ no one dared step off the battle-line to 
fight the 9’ tall giant - they ran away scared (11, 24). 
David saw this and was appalled that no one would 
stand-up for God and Israel’s honor. David exclaimed, 
”I’ll fight him!”(32)  King Saul said to him, “You are but 
a youth and he has been a soldier since his 
youth” (33).  David, about 16 years old, then told the 
king why he was ready for this challenge. Here is 
where we learn the Four Keys to Victory. 
Key #1:  Obedience to the Father.  (34) 
David said, “Your servant was tending his father’s 
sheep….”  This fact is repeated (16:11; 17:15, 20, 28) 
and should not be overlooked. Shepherding was the 
family business.  His father Jesse was a shepherd and 
entrusted the family business to young David. Not all 
sons are interested in their father’s work.  David was 
different; he had the “father’s heart” to care for the 
sheep.  David had an obedient heart that brought 
peace, harmony and provision to their home. The 
principle is simple, “You cannot live a life of rebellion 
and expect to be successful ~ it’s a heart issue. 
Obedience to our heavenly Father will always lead us 

first to the cross of Christ for the forgiveness of sins and 
the gift of eternal life through faith in Jesus (Jn 6:40).  
Obedience to our earthly fathers is right in the sight of 
God. Let us always honor our parents and if possible, be 
at peace with them in obedience (Eph.6:1-3). 
Key #2: Faithful in the Wilderness. (34) 
Shepherds and their flocks often roamed far from home 
for days and encountered many challenges and danger. 
They dealt with extremes in temperature, dust storms, 
drought, dangerous pests like scorpions, hornets and 
snakes. Yet, Jesse intentionally sent his young son into      
the dangerous “wild.” He understood that for his boy to 
become a man he had to learn how to survive and thrive 
in the wilderness. It would toughen him and prepare him 
for life’s bigger challenges.   It was to help him and not 
to harm him that he was sent into the wilderness. God 
has used the wilderness literally and figuratively to train 
many: Moses, Job, Jeremiah, Daniel and even Jesus 
himself was tested in the wilderness. It is one of God’s 
favorite classrooms.  Every Christian will have their 
“wilderness” experiences ~ not because God hates us 
but because he loves us and is preparing us for greater 
things. God is with us in our trials. “When you pass 
through the waters, I will be with you.… When you walk 
through the fire, you will not be scorched, nor will the 
flame burn you, for I am the LORD your God” (Isa. 
43:2-3; see also 1 Cor. 10:13). Spurgeon, a great 
preacher, once said, “The refiner is never very far from 
the mouth of the furnace when His gold is in the fire.”              
Key #3:  Courage to Fight. (34-35) 
When David was in the wild a bear snatched a lamb 
from the flock. David would not forfeit even one lamb 
and ran after the bear, rescued the lamb and killed the 
predator. Amazing courage! How many shepherds 
would have given up and run the other way? Not David; 
he had the father’s heart and cared for each sheep.   
   Let’s remember, God is sovereign. This bear was 
permitted by God to attack the flock. God was preparing 
David for greater challenges by allowing him to fight a 
bear and later a lion. What do you think this victorious 
encounter did for David’s confidence? How did this 
affect his attitude? What “bear” has God allowed into 
your life? Does the challenge seem too big or difficult? 
It’s not! God is with you and he has your best interest at 
heart.  Read and memorize Joshua 1:9.     (cont. on back)
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The world needs courageous people 
to defend the vulnerable, orphaned, 
widows and afflicted. Read Proverbs 
31:8-10. Let us not sacrifice God’s 
“little lambs” for the sake of a bear. 
David did not because he had the 
father’s heart. Do you have the 
Father’s heart?  Be courageous!
4. Key 4: Confident belief~Attitude!
Please read vv. 36 - 47, it oozes with 
attitude! There was only one person 
out of thousands on the battlefield 
who believed David could win this 
fight and it was the most important 
person - David himself.  Why be so 
confident?  See Keys 1, 2, & 3. He 
had been preparing all his life for this 
great event.  After training in 
wilderness hardships and killing a 
bear and lion, Goliath was not really 
as big of a challenge as it appeared. 
He was big and slow.  David was 
young, quick, and an expert “slinger.” 
He could sling a stone and hit a bird 
in flight with as much power as a 45 
caliber pistol. In reality, Goliath 
brought a sword and spear to a gun 
fight and he lost!  David won!
   In Christ, you are a winner! He is 
preparing you for victory!  You must 
believe it.  In Mark 5:36 Jesus tells a 
needy man, “don’t fear, only 
believe.”  It’s a word for you today. 
See also Genesis 18:14 and Luke 
18:27.  It’s been said, “Whether you 
think you can or can’t, you’re right!” 
David believed he would defeat his 
giant.  How about you?  Apply the 4 
Keys to Victory and You WILL Win!

 Truth Connect Board of Directors
“As iron sharpens iron, so one man 
sharpens another” (Prov. 27:17). TC 
is directed by these godly men: Bill 
Thomas, Rich Rohde, Don Schreier, 
Darin Marley (left to right).  Each 
man brings spiritual guidance and a 
unique expertise to the team. The 
BOD is responsible to hold Don 
accountable to TC’s mission, help 
and pray for the ministry, and  
review TC’s financials as a non-
profit, 501(c)3.  Please pray for 
them.  Truth Connect thanks them 
for serving the Lord and his people 
in such a practical way.  Thank you!

2017 LTCs  

Jan / Feb - India 

Feb / Mar - Haiti & D.R. 

April - Haiti, Ppx 

July - Romania 

August - Haiti, Cap 

Sept - Bahamas 

October - Kenya / Uganda 

Nov -  Haiti & D.R. 

FROM THE PRESIDENT
The sign above is written in Telugu 
and is posted outside the church in 
Hyderabad, India where Karen and I 
are serving this month.  I’ll be 
teaching two conferences and 
speaking in a variety of churches 
through a Telugu interpreter. We really 
need your prayers as this is a long and 
taxing trip in a number of ways: 10.5 
hour time difference, 82% Hindu & 
15% Muslim, very spicy food,  and 
there is a big currency crisis.  

Truth Connect begins its sixth year of 
ministry this month. We give God 
thanks for His call to serve His church 
by encouraging and equipping pastors 
to think better biblically so that they 
can serve better. People need the Lord. 
They need His salvation and His 
word. Jesus Christ is the answer. Your 
prayers and financial support enable 
TC to go and teach pastors so that 
they can lift high the name of Jesus 
Christ.  We need your help financially 
to continue on as we begin the year.   
Thank you so very much! 

                                Don  
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MISSION 
Truth Connect exists to glorify God by 
encouraging and equipping Christian 
leaders to be disciple-makers where 
they live.  

Truth Connect recruits skilled trainers 
and committed prayer-walkers to go 
to churches, needy communities and 
countries to serve in Christ’s name 
for His glory.

SEND TAX DEDUCTIBLE 
DONATIONS TO:

Truth Connect, P.O. Box 5608                                
Johnstown, PA 15904

GIVE ONLINE  www.truthconnect.org

Truth Connect is a non-profit, 501(c)3 
Christian organization registered in 
PA.  All gifts are tax-deductible and 
will be receipted at year’s end unless 
otherwise requested. 
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